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How the ASFA Partnership contributes to 
professional development 
 
In this article, Daryl L. Superio explains how participation in ASFA has advanced his professional career and 
development. Daryl has participated in ASFA for over six years, during which time he has provided invaluable training 
and expertise to the Partnership. 
 
 
The ASFA Database remains the 
premier source of information in aquatic 
sciences (Pepe, 2016) and has been 
considered as one of the most important 
databases by aquatic science librarians. 
Being an output of international network 
of more than 60 co-operating institutions 
and organizations, ASFA brings 
together commercial and grey 
publications in different formats from 
different parts of the world. The large 
number and the wide coverage of grey 
literature indexed in ASFA is its 
comparative advantage among other 
bibliographic databases (Kalentsits & 
Gribling, 2013) that commonly include 
commercial publications and/or covers 
limited number of grey literature only. 
 
 
As an international co-operative 
information system, the ASFA Database 
functions as an avenue for partner 
institutions to promote their publications 
to thousands of ASFA subscribers 
worldwide. This means increasing the 
visibility and number of citations of an 
institution’s publications, which 
according to Smith (1981) is one of the 
measures used to evaluate institutional 
scientific influence and productivity. 
However, the benefits of being an ASFA 
partner are not limited only to the 
institution and its scientists and 
researchers, who can access the 
database free of charge in return for 
participating in the ASFA Partnership. 
Participation in ASFA is also very 
beneficial to the professional 
development of the librarians and 
information managers who are 
responsible for the creation of ASFA  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
inputs. I personally have been enjoying 
these benefits which I will be discussing 
in this paper. 
 
Through a partnership agreement 
between Southeast Asian Fisheries 
Development Center Secretariat 
(SEAFDEC Secretariat) in Thailand in 
2013, SEAFDEC Secretariat became an 
ASFA International Partner and 
SEAFDEC Aquaculture Department 
(SEAFDEC/AQD) in the Philippines 
became an ASFA Collaborating Center. 
One of the benefits of being an ASFA 
member is that  staff from the member 
institution receive training on the ASFA 
input methodologies, abstracting and 
indexing. Being the library cataloguer 
and indexer of our institute, I was sent to 
Thailand for a 5-day training in March 
2013. Through that training, and also 
through constant practice when 
preparing ASFA inputs, I was able to 
develop my skills in indexing.  It was the 
starting point of my career as a 
professional indexer. Since that training, 
I was invited to teach indexing to 
undergraduate students and train 
professional librarians both locally and 
internationally on several occasions. 
The ASFA partnership enabled me to 
develop my skills and empowered me to 
share them to others. 
 
The International Association of Aquatic 
and Marine Science Libraries and 
Information Centers (IAMSLIC) is an 
“association of individuals and 
organizations interested in library and 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
information science, especially as these 
are applied to the recording, retrieval 
and dissemination of knowledge and 
information in all aspects of aquatic and 
marine sciences and their allied 
disciplines” (IAMSLIC, as cited by 
Superio & Anderson, 2017).  An ASFA 
partner is automatically qualified to be 
an IAMSLIC member and  ASFA pays 
the annual membership fees of all the 
partners. Hence, in 2013 I became an 
IAMSLIC member. Since then, 
opportunities started to flow; in 2014 I 
received a travel grant from the 
“International Oceanographic Data and 
Information Exchange" (IODE) of the 
"Intergovernmental Oceanographic 
Commission" (IOC) of UNESCO to 
attend and present a paper to the 40th 
Annual IAMSLIC Conference in 
Noumea, New Caledonia. It was the first 
international conference I attended and 
it contributed greatly to my professional 
development. Through that travel grant, 
I was able to meet, converse and build 
network with aquatic science librarians 
from different parts of the globe and 
even collaborated with some of them in 
my previous researches. Moreover, 
through that grant I was able to be part 
of the IAMSLIC Resource Sharing 
Committee, which I chaired the following 
year. It was quite a huge task for a 
young librarian, but with the guidance 
and encouragement of our experienced 
colleagues, I initiated and successfully 
delivered a number of projects. 
I have been very active with IAMSLIC 
from 2013 up to the present, taking into 
account the several committees I am a 
member of and voicing my ideas in the 
decision-making of some issues 
essential to the development of the 
organization. Through the years, I was 
given several travel grants from 
IAMSLIC and its partner institutions to 
present the results of my researches at 
IAMSLIC Annual Conferences in Rome, 
Italy (2015) and in Hawaii, USA (2017). 
The ASFA partnership enabled me to 
expand my network, and to share my 
knowledge and skills to other aquatic 
science librarians from different parts of 
the world. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
The Benefits of being an ASFA 
Indexer 
ASFA has allowed me to develop my 
professional skills, expand my 
professional and social networks, and 
learn and understand other cultures and 
appreciate diversity. 
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From Novice to Professional 
Indexer 
 
From the Philippines to the World 
 
I have been very active with IAMSLIC 
from 2013 up to the present, taking into 
account the several committees I am a 
member of and voicing my ideas in the 
decision-making of some issues 
essential to the development of the 
organization. Through the years, I was 
given several travel grants from 
IAMSLIC and its partner institutions to 
present the results of my researches at 
IAMSLIC Annual Conferences in Rome, 
Italy (2015) and in Hawaii, USA (2017). 
The ASFA partnership enabled me to 
expand my network, and to share my 
knowledge and skills to other aquatic 
science librarians from different parts of 
the world. 
The ASFA Advisory Board Meeting 
provides members with the opportunity 
to discuss matters of importance to the 
improvement of the quality of the ASFA 
Database and to strengthen the 
partnership. Likewise, the issues faced 
by the members in the preparation of 
ASFA records within the intersessional 
periods are discussed and solutions are 
found. The first ASFA Board Meeting 
that I attended was held in Callao, Peru 
in 2013. Through that opportunity I was 
able to expand not just my professional 
network but my social network as well by 
applying the saying “We are family in 
ASFA”.   
I was given opportunities to attend the 
succeeding annual board meetings in 
Beijing, China (2014), Nova Scotia, 
Canada (2015), Hanoi, Viet Nam (2016) 
(see photo above right), and Oostende, 
Belgium (2018) thanks to funding 
provided by ASFA. For ASFA Board 
Members attendance at the board 
meeting is a very good reward for our 
hard work. It also gives us the 
opportunity to benchmark best practices 
in the library of the host partner 
institution or of the libraries that we have 
visited, that we can apply in our own 
libraries. ASFA partnership did not just 
gave me the opportunity to travel for 
free, but also to create international 
professional contacts, build 
partnerships, learn and adapt best 
library practices, and learn and 
appreciate different cultures. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
  
 
 
The ASFA Partnership does not only 
exist to create a premier database in 
aquatic sciences, and to promote, and 
make visible institutional publications to 
international audience. It also exists to 
develop information professionals who 
are not just skilled on cataloguing, 
abstracting and indexing but also skilled 
interpersonally. ASFA Partnership 
developed me to become a “global 
librarian” well-equipped to support the 
information needs of the aquatic science 
community. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
  
 
 
 
Written by: 
Daryl L. Superio,  
Senior Information Assistant 
Library and Data Banking Services Section 
Aquaculture Department, Southeast 
Asian Fisheries Development Center 
Tigbauan, Iloilo 5021 Philippines 
Email: dlsuperio@seafdec.org.ph 
 
From Callao, Peru to Oostende, 
Belgium 
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Above: 2016 ASFA Advisory Board Meeting, Hanoi, Viet Nam, 12-16 September 2016.  
Daryl Superio sitting first from the left. Daryl will also be present at the 2019 ASFA 
Advisory Board Meeting, which will take place in Malaysia.   
 
In Conclusion… 
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